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punction of dallying along the primrose path." Dally he
did, to the fullest extent of his opportunities, yet for him,
outside of his marriage, there was no emotion tied up with
the sexual act; it was a purely sensory experience, giving
pleasure to both parties and hence, since he was a hedonist,
a deed of virtue in direct proportion to the harmless pleasure
incurred. "Though I have roved and ranged and looted,
I have never looted under false pretence. Never once have I
said, ' I love you' for the gain it might often have brought
me. I have been fair, and fastidiously so, in my dealings with
women, demanding no more than I was willing to give.
I bought, or took in fair exchange, and I never lied to get the
best of a bargain or to get the bargain that was otherwise
beyond me." And, in an effort to justify himself: " Man can
pursue his lusts, without love, simply because he is so made.
Mother Nature cries compelliiigly through him for progeny,
and so man obeys her urging, not because he is a wilful
sinner, but because he is a creature of law.5*

Jack had not mentioned The Call of the Wild in the list of
books he outlined to Macmillan because he had not known
he was going to write it. He sent the manuscript to Brett,
who replied on March 5, saying that he did not like the
title. "I like the story very well indeed, although I am
afraid it is too true to nature and too good work to be really
popular with the sentimentalist public which swallows
Seton-Thompson with delight." Brett then made him an
offer of two thousand dollars for immediate publication
on an outright sale basis, instead of contracting for it on a
royalty basis and postponing publication for a year or two.
" I would like to try an experiment in relation to this book,
putting it out in a very attractive typographic form and
spending a very large sum of money in endeavouring to give
it a wide circulation and thus assist the sale of not only your
already published books, but of those still to come. But
don't let me overpersuade you in the matter. The decision
is entirely in your hands and if you decide not to accept
the cash offer we will publish the book in due course under
the terms of our agreement."
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